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Traits and Characteristics: Pit Bull and Pit Bull Type Dogs 

Traits and Characteristics of the Breed: Docility toward people, engaging and trustworthy in the presence of 

people. Individual dogs can have varying levels of intolerance toward other dogs-see Evaluation Matrix: 

Four Categories for Measuring Dog Tolerance Levels. 

Pit Bull and Pit Bull type dogs are typically fun-loving, energetic, gregarious, confident, and playful. Known 

best for two qualities: their alert, intelligent, and engaging expression and their great love of people, Pit 

Bulls and Pit Bull type dogs are devoted family companions who are attentive to people and eager to 

please.  

Typically sensitive, loving, and gentle with people, they crave human companionship and are happiest 

when included in family activities. 

Being terriers, they are also intelligent, athletic, fearless, and loyal dogs who at times can be strong-willed 

and stubborn, and sometimes tenacious.  

Proper placement of Pit Bull and Pit Bull type dogs requires a family willing to provide a structured 

environment with clear and consistent rules and expectations while also understanding their need to be 

embraced as a respected and much-loved family member.  

Pit Bull and Pit Bull Type dogs can be intolerant, even reactive toward other dogs, particularly those who 

are perceived to be challenging. Therefore, strong leadership, common-sense, and established safety 

management protocols are emphasized when determining proper placement of any dog. 

Continued socialization, basic obedience training, an environment with clear and consistent  rules (never 

harsh), and all family members participating in proper training (good manners) and leadership make for a 

suitable home for a dog of this breed or type. 

All family members should be knowledgeable about and participate in general safety management 

protocols which include the following: 

 Providing a secure environment for the dog when outdoors, 
 

 Never leaving the dog unattended for long periods of time when outdoors,  
 

 If the household has more than one dog, all dogs should be safely and separately secured 
(crate/kennel) when adult owners are not home (no dog of any breed should be left unattended 
with young/small children), 

 

 When walking/introducing the dog to a new environment, the dog should be secured on a leash, 
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 Meeting the exercise needs of the dog (which can vary but are typically moderate to high) and 
providing daily mental and physical activities and challenges, 

 

 Providing leadership, socialization, and basic obedience/good manners training, 
 

 Teaching the dog what is expected of it by establishing rules, boundaries, and limitations and being 
consistent with follow-through,  

 

 Knowing how to properly introduce the dog to other dogs and unfamiliar people and situations (and 
being prepared to deal with people who don’t exercise leadership and responsible handling/safety 
management protocols over their own dogs and other dogs who  exhibit rude, challenging, 
reactive, non-responsive, and/or unmanageable behavior in public), 

 

 Being knowledgeable about the true traits and characteristics of the breed and type, as well as 
individual dogs, and being prepared to address lots of myths and inaccurate information (be 
prepared to become an advocate/ambassador for the breed). 

  
Although Pit Bull and Pit Bull type dogs can be stubborn, they are reliable, loyal, and obedient canine family 
members. 
 
For all of this breed’s tough persona, Pit Bulls and Pit Bull type dogs revel in the loving-attention of people. 
For people familiar with the breed or type, they are known for comedic tendencies, frequently willing to 
perform “silly” behavior and exhibiting awareness of their ability to please and make humans happy/laugh.  
 
Highly intelligent, sensitive, fun-loving, and responsive to people, Pit Bull and Pit Bull type dogs are faithful, 
loving, and extremely devoted family companions. 
 
In short there is little that is subtle about the Pit Bull Terrier. A powerful and athletic dog, potentially harmful 
to other animals when human attentive and loving  traits and characteristics are exploited in the wrong 
hands, this is a balanced, loving, even fawning, very sweet and reliable family member in the right hands. 
 
Ambassadors and owners of this breed or type must be prepared to deal with inaccurate depictions, media-
hype, reactionary bans, and wide-spread misunderstanding and ignorance about the breed and related 
types.  What dogs of this breed and type need most is champions willing to properly educate and become 
educated about the pros and cons of owning a Pit Bull and Pit Bull type dog and responsible, caring 
advocates, care-providers, and ultimately, owners willing to take the necessary steps to understand, care 
for, and help individual dogs of this breed and type.  Responsible and successful guardianship, placement, 
and ownership of any dogs of this breed or type, as well as the breed and type itself, requires a solid 
commitment from people who are willing to learn, understand, and educate others about accurate breed 
traits and characteristics and helping individual dogs to become ambassadors for the breed by establishing 
clear and consistent rules and following responsible and common-sense safety management protocols. 
 
 
Breed information referenced and adapted from the following sources. 
(1) Encyclopedia of Dog Breeds, Baron’s Educational Series, 1998, NY. 
(2) American Pit Bull Terrier, United Kennel Club, (Revised 2008) 

  


